
VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

07 JUNE 2017 
7:30 P.M. 

REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster held a Regular Meeting on June 7, 2017 at Village Hall, 50 
Main Street, Brewster, NY 10509. 

Attendees:         Absent: 
Mayor: James Schoenig  
Deputy Mayor and Trustee: Christine Piccini   
Trustees; Mary Bryde, Tom Boissonnault,     Erin Meagher 
Village Engineer:   Todd Atkinson   
Village Counsel: Anthony Molé  
Clerk & Treasurer: Peter Hansen 

Pledge to flag. 

Notation of Exits 

Regular Meeting 

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the regular meeting, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

  
1. Trustee Erin Meagher, Resignation of –  

Deputy Mayor Piccini reads the following into the record: 

Preamble: 
Excerpt from Village of Brewster Employee Handbook - Conflict of Interest/Code of Ethics: 

A Village Government’s reputation for integrity is its most valuable asset and is 
directly related to the conduct of its official, officers and employees.  The integrity 
of each employee is of utmost importance. 

Employees of the Village shall conduct their personal affairs such that their duties 
and responsibilities to the Village are not jeopardized and/or legal questions do 
not arise with respect to their association or work with the Village. 

Remember that the “appearance of impropriety” is the ethical benchmark.  Do 
not allow yourself to do anything that may have the appearance of impropriety. 

Based upon her admission of guilt in the Carmel Town Court to the misdemeanor of petit larceny in 
relation to abusing her position as CEO of the Chamber of Commerce, and thereby breaching the trust and 
confidence to which the public is entitled with respect to its elected officials, it is hereby moved (by 
Deputy Mayor Piccini as read) that the Board of Trustees asks for the immediate resignation of Erin 
Meagher from her position of Village Trustee, Mayor Schoenig 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

  



Mayor Schoenig reads his statement into the record as follows: 

 

 

 

  



Deputy Mayor Piccini reads a statement into the record as follows: 

 

 

 

Trustee Boissonnault says he will illustrate his point by telling a story.  He noticed his mail at Village Hall is 
addressed to Trustee Thomas Boissonnault and sometimes to Honorable Trustee Thomas Boissonnault and 
he finds it very disheartening to see the Meagher situation where there is so little trust (as what should be 
inferred by the word Trustee) and certainly no honor (as in Honorable) with her current state of affairs.   

Trustee Boissonnault goes on to say that he thinks it is time she put herself second and the Village first and 
does the right thing by her constituents and our venerably institution and resigns her position as Trustee 
immediately before further damage is done to the faith and trust of our elected officials.  One bad apple 
tends to spoil the whole bunch unless you remove it from the bushel.   



 

Trustee Bryde says the position of Trustee is a responsibility that we take very seriously and by asking for 
her resignation we are trying to protect the Village.   

Mayor Schoenig reassures the public that with the checks and balances inherent in our Village financial 
controls Trustee Meagher does not have access to Village funds.   

At the request of the public attendees Mayor Schoenig reads Erin Meagher’s emailed letter into the record 
as follows: 

 

 

 Mayor Schoenig says now that he has read the letter he will comment on it.  Mayor Schoenig says Ms. 
Meaghers letter states that; “…without jail time or fine, as a petty offense demonstrates the wild 
inaccuracies…”  First of all; she has restitution to pay.  Secondly, she has 100 Hours of Community Service 
to serve in lieu of jail time.  Third, she pleads guilty to a crime and did not dispute the facts of the case.  
Her quoted statement is offensive to this Village Board.  There is a time and place to stand up and take 



responsibility for your actions and stop trying to blame others for your own crimes.  She has blamed others 
for picking on her because of her age.  Well there comes a time when you have to stand on your own two 
feet and accept responsibility for the mess you have created and you can’t use age as an excuse.   We 
stand up here in this room after election each year and take an oath to uphold the Constitution of the 
United States and Constitution of the State of New York which includes all laws and we take that oath 
seriously.  Erin Meagher failed.  She violated the oath of office and does not deserve to sit in a trustworthy 
position of judgment over Village affairs. 

Mayor Schoenig goes on to refute Ms. Meagher contention that we “barred from [her from]…executive 
sessions” as ludicrous.  Ms. Meagher sat there when we voted on the Urban Renewal Plan and stated that 
she had a conflict of interest.  That single act became a recusal and barred her from participating in any 
matters in public sessions or executive sessions that had to do with Urban Renewal.  She did that all on her 
own and we are complying with NYS law as we will do in support of our oaths of office and to protect the 
Village and its residents.  She has no one to blame for that except herself and her continued ignorance of 
civil and criminal law. 

Mayor Schoenig discusses Ms. Meagher’s performance as a Trustee.  Most recently she failed to fulfill her 
responsibility to obtain flower baskets for Main Street.  The rest of the Board stepped in to take care of 
flowers but they went up after Memorial Day which is disappointing to all of us.  Another failure was the 
Sanitation bid was supposed to be led by Ms. Meagher but she failed to fulfill that duty.  Deputy Mayor 
Piccini stepped up and fulfilled that responsibility.  Ms. Meagher says she contacts people by phone or 
email and when Mayor Schoenig speaks with those same people he finds that she never made any attempt 
to contact them in any way.  These problems are ongoing since she took office.  She has never been a 
productive member of the Board, has never followed through on anything, and never takes responsibility.  
Her criminal conviction and absence here tonight is the latest example of someone who just doesn’t care.   

Mayor Schoenig says he will ask her to resign at every meeting. 

Trustee Bryde says her contention that her criminal activities in Mahopac have nothing to do with her 
ability to conduct herself with the stature expected of a Trustee of the Village of Brewster is so wrong, 
because it goes to moral, ethical, honorable, and honest character traits that are so apparently lacking in 
this individual judging by her continued denials of wrongdoing after having plead guilty to the crimes in a 
court of law and received sentences for those crimes. 

Trustee Boissonnault says the word partisan is a smoke screen.  There are no politics in the Village.  Mayor 
Schoenig says the Village Board is made up of registered voters who are non-affiliated, Republicans and 
Democrats and we all work together for the betterment of the Village.  Our actions, deliberations and 
votes result in unanimity nearly all the time. Political partisanship plays no part in Village Board politics 
whatsoever. 

Finally, the excuse of age is irrelevant.  There are good people of all ages and there are bad people of all 
ages.  Age is not a defense for corrupt conduct. 

2. Letter to DEP re B.O.S. Land Development  
2.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to authorize Mayor Schoenig to sign the letter to NYC DEP calling for a 

meeting with all vested parties to resolve a path forward, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 
3. Court audit   

3.1. Trustee Bryde will conduct the court audit and report back to the Board at a future meeting. 
4. Oddey settlement approval  

4.1. Mayor Schoenig motions to adopt Resolution No. 060717-1 as written approving the settlement for 
the Oddey dispute of $105,000, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.   

4.2. Mayor Schoenig motions to adopt Resolution No. 060717-2 to authorize a metes and bounds 
description for an access easement in the amount of $2,000 as written, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in 
favor 4 to 0. 



5. Hudson Valley Sloop Clearwater Resolution of Support   
5.1. Mayor Schoenig motions to adopt Resolution No. 060717-3 approving the letter of support for the 

Hudson Valley Sloop Clearwater organization and mission to Washington, D.C. regarding clean water 
initiatives, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. Copy attached to these minutes. 

6. Well Redevelopment Total Cost for all 2 wells, pump and motor per proposals: $29,570 
6.1. Redevelopment of Well # 2 = $11,995 
6.2. New Pump & Motor Well # 2 = $5,580 
6.3. Redevelopment of Well # 3 = $11,995 

Mayor Schoenig motions to approve Well Redevelopment for 2 wells and a new pump and motor for Well 
number 3 per the proposals as written, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 
7. Minutes for approval; 

7.1. May 17, 2017 Public Hearing & Regular Meeting - Trustee Bryde motions to approve the May 17, 2017 
minutes as written, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 3 to 0.  Trustee Boissonnault abstains due to 
absence. 

8. Vouchers Payable – Fiscal Year (FY) 2017 – Trustee Bryde reviewed the vouchers and found everything in 
order. 
8.1. A -  GENERAL FUND $6,064.13 
8.2. C –  REFUSE & GARBAGE 298.01 
8.3. F -  WATER FUND 1,992.01   
8.4. G -  SEWER FUND 1,442.81 

Total Vouchers Payable $9,796.96  
Mayor Schoenig motions to approve vouchers payable for FY 17 as written, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in 
favor 4 to 0. 

9. Vouchers Payable – Fiscal Year (FY) 2018 – Trustee Bryde reviewed the vouchers and found everything in 
order. 
9.1. A -  GENERAL FUND $31,413.91 
9.2. C –  REFUSE & GARBAGE 18,747.31 
9.3. EN - ENGINEERING FEES ESCROW ACCOUNT 502.68 
9.4. F -  WATER FUND 9,634.42   
9.5. G -  SEWER FUND 63,127.17 
9.6. TA -  TRUST & AGENCY 1,945.02   

Total Vouchers Payable $125,370.51  
Mayor Schoenig motions to approve vouchers payable for FY 18 as written, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in 
favor 4 to 0. 

10. Other Business 
10.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini asks about the timing on flower baskets since Trustee Meagher dropped 

the ball on that task that falls under her purview as Commissioner of Beautification in her latest 
example of abdication of responsibility.  Clerk Hansen says the Flower Garden is ordering them today 
and offers to hang them as soon as they get them, maybe as soon as this weekend.  Deputy Mayor 
Piccini says the June Village Matters came out and thanks everyone for their articles.  The next Village 
Matters deadline for articles and submittals is July 15th.  Deputy Mayor Piccini says the Town of 
Southeast meeting has a public hearing scheduled for Peaceable Hill Water District  

10.2. Trustee Bryde attended the Memorial Day service at the VFW and said it was the usual elegant 
and solemn experience and thanks the VFW for a job well done.  Trustee Bryde says the Elks Club is 
hosting the Flag Day ceremony again this year on June 14th and it is always a very well attended and 
well run affair.  Trustee Bryde says that Senator Murphy’s Women of Distinction award ceremony is 
Thursday, June 27th.  Southeast Museum Director Amy Campanaro was nominated by the Village 
Board of Trustees this year and has graciously accepted. 

10.3. Trustee Boissonnault says Wells Park reopened Memorial Day weekend, the flowers are 
planted and the grass is growing.  We ordered movie equipment and it should be in at the end of this 



week in time for the Father’s Day movie June 17th along with a Band, Bounce House, and puppy 
adoption.  There is a pre-school graduation later this month which was well attended last year and 
parking is a concern.  This summer, new barbecue grills will be installed as well as new basketball 
hoops.   

10.4. Mayor Schoenig says George Godfrey was inducted by Senator Terrance Murphy into NYS 
Veterans Hall of Fame. 

11. New Business 
11.1. Trustee Bryde says the Fireman’s parade is July 27th and asks if we have heard anything from 

them.  Clerk Hansen says we have not.  Trustee Bryde says planning for the 60th anniversary 
celebration of the Brewster Chamber of Commerce is well on the way. 

12. Public Comment 
12.1. George Gaspar says thank you to the Board of Trustees for the work you do despite the lack of 

support and repeated absences of Trustee Meagher.   
12.2. Peter Carey says the Board of Trustees does do a great job and when he is reporting he just 

gives the facts but personally he feels the same way as the Board in this matter.  As a general 
comment speaking as a former police officer and still active in civil service and civic matters, it makes 
all civil servants look bad when one does something dishonest.  It is a poor reflection on all civil 
servants and elected officials.   

12.3. Rick Lowell says people are more likely to say all politicians are crooked if they hear one is 
crooked.  It just seems to be human nature.  It’s wrong but that is what people tend to do. 

12.4. Peter Carey talks about the plans for the Library expansion and says there is a petition 
circulating for registered Southeast voters to put the bond referendum on the ballot in November and 
he would appreciate it if everyone would look for the petition, sign it and support the bond 
referendum.   

13. Mayor Schoenig motions to adjourn, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 
  



   



 


